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A Survey of Perceptions, Understandings and
Practices of New Theory

Chanika Charoenwong

ABSTRACT

New Theory has been perceived and understood in broad spectrum of development ideas
and practices. It is perceived to be a general development thesis, a social development approach, a
human resource development module, an economic development process, a rural community
development program, by academicians and practitioners, an appropriate practice for farmers in a
rain-fed remote rural area, and etc. New Theory has been experimented, and implemented, by
various government agencies, NGOs, and individual farmers. Surveys of New Theory at works
found mixed results. While most participating farmers were found to be those who tend to be already
better-off than otherwise the targeted farmers, they found to have improved quality of life. There are
however practices and performance below the expected standard practice and inconsistent with the
principal ideas of New Theory. There is a danger of indiscriminatory expansion of New Theory
implementation to inappropriate areas whers it is either infeasible or over qualified as a target area.
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