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Transparency and Corruption Prevention
in the Local Adminstration

Panchai Waltanachai

Director, Subdistrict Administration Division
Department of Local Administration
Ministry of Interior

1. General Information of the Local Administration

There are four types of 7,252 the Local Administration OrQanizations

Provincial Administration 75 units

Municipality 1,129 units {(City Municipality 20 units, Town Municipality 78 units and
Subdistrict Municipality 1,031 units)

Special Type of Local Administration (Bangkok Metropolitan and Pattaya County)

Subdistrict or Tambon Administration Organizations (TAO) 6,746 units, which are
divided as to their total incomes into § levels:

= Leve! 1 (74 units) - income over 20 million baht
= Level 2 (78 units) - income 12-20 million baht
= Level 3 (205 units) - income 6-12 million baht
= Level 4 (843 units) - income 3-6 million baht

= Level 5 (5,546 units) - income less than three million baht

2. Corruption report in Tambon Adminjstration Organizations

From January 1, 1997 to June 30, 2000, inspection of the Office of the Auditor General of
Thailand, District and Provincial Administration Office complaints reported 607 corruption cases
(8.99% of total TAQ). There are 727 persecns involved as follows:

521 Chairmans of TAQ Executive Board (72.66%)
50 Members of TAC Council {6.88%)
122 Subdistrict Administration Officers {16 78%)

34 Provincial Officers (4.68%)

Resuits of interrogation:

Not guilty 227 cases (37.4%)
Guilty and penalized 24 cases (3.95%)

In the process 356 cases (58.65%)



3. Methods for Preventing Corruption in TAO

3.1

3.2

Initiated by the Department of Local Administration (DOLA)

3.1.1 Encouragment of people to participate in TAO administrative through

— participating in TAO development planning process,

-~ taking part in public hearing, and

— disseminating all information on approved annual budget so that people in
the community can monitor performance and results.

participating in meetings on Tambon expenditure drafting.

undertaking a part in TAO procurement process committee (at least two
persons from community must be represented in every procurement
project according to 1995 and 1998 Procurement Regulation).

monitoring TAQ's tasks. scrutinizing decuments concerning their work
(as allowed by 1997 Information Act)

3.1.2 Promotion of TAQ officers’ efficiency by

.

developing skills and expertise by organizing both short and long term
training courses, soliciting cooperation of educational institutions.

3.1.3 Empowerment of monitoring agencies by

training related officers such as Deputy Governors, Chiefs of the Local
Government Branch, Chiefs of the Finance and Accounting Branch,
District Chief Officers, District Finance and Accounting Officers, efc. in
monitering.

publishing manual for monitoring along with comprising volume of laws
and legal provisions relating to local administration, and TAO
appropriate ways of work.

selecting model TAC as examples for best performance.

Coordinate and provide information to support other related authorities and agencies
such as the Office of the National Counter Cerruption Commission, the Office of the
Auditor-General of Thailand and mass media, mandated to prevent and combat

corruption.

vi
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