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Land Resources Management and Poverty

Sopon Chomchan

Abstract

One of the poorest groups in Thailand is the people in the agricultural sector.
Their main factor for earnings is land which is a basis factor of production. This group,
however, has experienced various problems about the land and can be classified into 2
categories. The first group involves the farmers who already have land but without rights
and titling, possess inadequate land and thus need to rent additional farmland, owns
uncultivated land, and lease or mortgage their land possibly leading to a lost in their own
land. The other group is landless farmers. As a result, they have to rent land or be hired
as agricultural labor.

Nowadays, the number of the landless farmers has risen to 500,000 households;
and the number of the farmers who fully or partly rent the land has also increased to 1.5
million households. While the total land rental amounts to 14.85 million rais, the land
mortgage with period unspecified and with period specified equal to 14.6 million rais and
200,000 rais, respectively. Meanwhile, the soil erosion problem in the country spreads
over 108 million rais. In addition, there are 30 million rais that are not used efficiently.
In fact, there are such many government policies aiming to support the poverty reduction
plan in both direct and indirect way. These policies involve land allocation, land rental
control, land tax, land bank for assisting the farmers to repurchase their land, as well as
educating the farmers about how to improve the efficiency by preservation of soil and
water qualities including soil fertility improvement. Yet, these policies are unsuccessful
because of the lack of the continuity, the unity, the monitoring and evaluating system, the
suitable management, the systematic problem solving program and the public
participation. Furthermore, the past development plans driving farmers from the fertile
land to the inappropriate land also generated the land problem. To assist the poor on the
land problems, the government should accelerate the act of community forest, solve the
land rights and land titling in the conservation area, accelerate the land reform through the
land bank, improve the land tax system, that effect to the distribution of land ownership,
solve the land mortgage problem by Revolving Fund, accelerate soil fertility
improvement, establish a land information system and encourage public participation in
land resource management.
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