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Reorienting Commercial Research for the
Private Sectors

Sombkiat Tangkitvanich’

Executive Summary

Currently most of the technological research in Thailand are “supply driven’ in
that research are performed according to the interests of the researchers rather than
designed to [it the needs of users. This study focuses on the re-orientation of the
commercial research that are performed by governmental research institutes and public
universities to reflect the needs of private sectors. Current practices and measures has
been analyzed. Best practices have also been reviewed to formulate a set of policy
recommendations.

The research recommends that a system based on the concept of an ‘innovation
coupon’, a form of a grant-based subsidy, should replace the current tax and loan-based
system which are highly fragmented. Under the new scheme, innovation coupons will be
given directly to the private sectors and can be used to hire public and private research
institutes, universities and other technology-oriented institutions to supply technology
services that match the user demand. .

Dr. Somkiat is Research Director, Information Economy, Science and Technology Development
Program, TDRI.
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