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Measures to Cope with Human Trafficking,
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Measures to Cope with Human Trafficking,
Especially Women and Children

Sanphasit Koompraphant
Payongsri Khanthikul

Executive Summary

Nowadays, trafficking of children and women functions as a network of organized
crime, at both transnational and national levels. It is very difficult to suppress human
trafficking, not only because of the organized nature of the crime, but also the absence of
cooperation from the victims themselves. Often, there are no laws to protect and treat the
victims. Certain laws may penalize the victims as much as they do traffickers such that it
is impossible to persuade the victims to become witnesses against the traffickers,
Moreover, an organized crime threatens witnesses, bribes them to provide false evidence
or, in certain cases, murders them. The human traffickers, organized as a transnational
network, can easily launders money, which the existing laws cannot cope with.

This research found that measures required to tackle the problem are;

1) To have a National Law for the Suppression and Prevention of Children and
Women Trafficking. This law will shape the national strategy to cope with Children and
Women Trafficking by unifying the interpretation and implementation of all provisions to
protect all victims of human trafficking unconditionally. The law will also provide
services, particularly treatment and protection, for the victims and their families in order
to solicit their due cooperation in the suppression of trafficking. It is also necessary that
the law subject traffickers and their accomplices to harsh penalties. That is, the national
law should integrate the victim rehabilitation and protection provisions with those relating
to the prosecution of traffickers (who maybe a part of organized crime or an exploiter) in
order to build up cooperation with foreign countries involved in the trafficking.

2) To amend the Labor Protection Law to oblige the employer and trafficker to
pay for the wage or any benefits which the victim was promised.

3) To develop specific laws to suppress and penalize organized crimes that shift
the burden of prove on those alleged of being involved in the illegal activity, establish the
standard of prove and provides for provisions to suppress and penalize person or
organization who are involved in the trafficking network.

4) To develop laws to eliminate activities undertaken by organized crime or its
influence on children and women trafficking by (a) extending the existing Anti-Money
Laundering Act to include children and women trafficking activities, controlling and
zoning of entertainment places, banning of (certain) motels. Mareover, high-ranking
officials responsible for regulating places of entertainment and immigration should report
their assets and liabilities to that National Counter Corruption Commission as do
politicians and other high-ranking government officials.

5) To integrate other measures such as social services, health services, and
economic support etc. with legal measure on the suppression and prevention of children
and women trafficking.
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