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The Commission on Human Security’s definition of human security:

"to protect the vital core of all human lives in ways that enhance human
freedoms and human fulflment. Human security means protecting fundamental
freedoms—freedoms that are the essence of life. It means protecting people from
critical {severe) and pervasive (widespread) threats and situations. It means
using processes that build on people’s strengiths and aspirations. It means
creating political, social, environmental, economic, military and cultural systems
that together give people the building blocks of survival, livelihcod and dignity”.

{(www.humansecurity.chs.org).
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Kofi Annan: “In the wake of these conflicts, a new understanding of the

concept of security is evolving. Once synonymous with the defence of territory
from external attack, the requirements of security toeday have come to embrace

the protection of communities and individuals from internal violence. The need for |
a more human-centred approach to security is reinforced by the continuing
dangers that weapons of mass destruction, most notably nuclear weapons, pose
to humanity: their very name reveals their scope and their intended objective, if

they were ever used.” (Annan 2001-a)

“We must also broaden our view of what is meant by peace and security.
Peace means much more than the absence of war. Human security can no
longer be understood in purely military terms. Rather, it must encompass
economic development, social justice, environmental protection, democratization,

disarmament, and respect for human rights and the rule of law.” (Annan 2001-b)

“The demands we face also reflect a growing consensus that collective
security can no longer be narrowly defined as the absence of armed conflict, be
it between or within States. Gross abuses of human rights, the large-scale
displacement of civilian populations, international terrorism, the AIDS pandemic, |
drug and arms trafficking and environmental disasters present a direct threat to
human security, forcing us to adopt a much more coordinated approach to a

range of issues.” (Annan 2000-a)

“Human security, in its broadest sense, embraces far more than the
absence of violent conflict. It encompasses human rights, good governance,
access to education and health care and ensuring that each individual has
opportunities and choices to fulfill his or her potential. Every step in this direction
is also a steep towards reducing poverty, achieving economic growth and
preventing conflict. Freedom from want, freedom from fear, and the freedom of
future generations to inherit a healthy natural environment - these are the
interrelated building blocks of human — and therefore national — security.”(Annan

2000-b)
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Sadako Qgata, (former) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:

“Several key elements make up human security. A first essential element is the
possibility for all citizens to live in peace and security within their own borders. This
implies the capacity of states and citizens to prevent and resolve conflicts through
peaceful and nonviolent means and, after the conflict is over, the ability to effectively
carry out reconciliation efforts. A second element is that people shouid enjoy without
discrimination all rights and obligations - including human, political, social, economic
and cultural rights - that belonging to a State implies. A third element is social inclusion |
- or having equal access to the political, social and economic policy making processes,
as well as to draw equal benefits from them. A fourth element is that of the
establishment of rule of law and the independence of the justice system. Each .
individual in a society should have the same rights and obligations and be subject to
the same set of rules. These basic elements which are predicated on the equality of all
before the law, effectively remove any risk of arbitrariness which so often manifests [§

itself in discrimination, abuse or oppression.” (Ogata 1998)

“Threats to human security are varied — political and military, but alse social,
economic and environmental. A wide array of factors contribute to making people feel
insecure, from the laying of landmines and the proliferation of small arms, to
transnational threats such as drugs trafficking, tc the spread of HIV. Once again,
therefore, let me speak of human insecurity from my perspective. Refugees flee
conflicts. One of the main factors of human insecurity is precisely the lack of effective {

political and security mechanisms to address conflicts.” (Ogata 1999)
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George MacLean: "In broad terms, human security shifts our focus from

traditional territorial security to that of the person. Human security recognizes that
an individual's personal protection and preservation comes not just from the
safeguarding of the state as a political unit, but also from access to individual
welfare and quality of life. But human security does not merely "envelope” matters
of individual benefit (such as education, health care, protection from crime, and the
like); this is because these matters could he thought of as part of the objectives of
sovereign states. Rather, human security also denotes protection from the
unstructured violence that often accompanies many aspects of non-territorial
security, such as viclence emanating from environmental scarcity, or mass
migration. Therefore, just as traditional noticns of teritorial security involve the
structured violence manifest in state warfare, human security also attends to the
issue of unstructured violence.2 Human security, in short, involves the security of §
the individual in their personal surroundings, their community, and in their

environment.” (Machean 2001).
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