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Lead Mine at Klity Village of Kanchanaburi Province

Adis Israngkura, Chakkaphan Suitthirat
Yuwadee Kardkarnklai, and Chantana Padungtod, MD.

Executive Summary

Lead contamination at Klity village of Kanchanaburi province in 1998 reflected
failure of natural resource management mm Thailand. Managing resource utilisation
conflict is key to successful resource management. The lead contamination at Klity
village is merely a symptom of resource utilisation conflicts, such as, the declaration of a
new forest reserve vs. the use of forest area for lead mining, the expansion of agricultural
areas vs. forest conservation, or the expansion of agricultural and residential areas into the
lead abundant area.

It is essential that Thailand begins to adopt tools and instruments that will help
manage resource conflicts and hence maximise their utilisation. This includes instruments
such as operating a performance bond to increase effectiveness of environmental
protection, maintaining free trade in mineral resources, tightening environmental impact
assessment system or enforcing zoning system. Nevertheless, 1t 15 vital to recognise that
individual agencies involved in natural resource management can no longer atford to focus
their efforts primarily on their own specific agenda. Placing the social interest before that
of the agencies’ is a challenge facing Thailand in the future.
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